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P. D. Ouspensky 
from Tertium Organum 


In his Critique of Pure Reason Kant proved the possibility of transcendental logic. 


Before Bacon and earlier than Aristotle, in the ancient Hindu scriptures, the formulee of this 
higher logic were given, opening the doors of mystery. But the meaning of these formula was 
rapidly lost. They were preserved in ancient books, but remained there as some strange 
mummeries of extinguished thought, the words without real content. 


New thinkers again discovered these principles, and expressed them in new words, but again 
they remained incomprehensible, again they suffered transformation into some unnecessary 
ornamental form of words. But the idea persisted. A consciousness of the possibility of finding 
and establishing the laws of the higher world was never lost. Mystical philosophy never 
regarded the logic of Aristotle as all-embracing and all-powerful. It built its system outside of 
logic or above logic, unconsciously going along those paths of thought paved in remote 
antiquity. 


The higher logic existed before deductive and inductive logic was formulated. This higher logic 
may be called intuitive logic—the logic of infinity, the logic of ecstasy. 


Not only is this logic possible, but it exists, and has existed from time immemorial; it has been 
formulated many times; it has entered into philosophical systems as their key—but for some 
strange reason has not been recognized as logic. 


It is possible to deduce the system of this logic from many philosophical systems. The most 
precise and complete formulation of the law of higher logic | find in the writing of Plotinus, in his 
On Intelligible Beauty. | shall quote this passage in the succeeding chapter. 


| have called this system of higher logic Tertium Organum because for us it is the third 
canon—third instrument—of thought after those of Aristotle and Bacon. The first was the 
Organon, the second, Novum Organum. But the third existed earlier than the first. 


Man, master of this instrument, of this key, may open the door of the world of causes without 
fear. 


The axioms which Tertium Organum embraces cannot be formulated in our language. If we 
attempt to formulate them in spite of this, they will produce the impression of absurdities. Taking 
the axioms of Aristotle as a model, we may express the principal axiom of the new logic in our 
poor earthly language in the following manner: 


Ais both A and Not-A. 


or 
Everything is both A and Not-A. 
or, 

Everything is All. 


But these axioms are in effect absolutely impossible. They are not the axioms of higher logic, 
they are merely attempts to express the axioms of this logic in concepts. In reality the ideas of 
higher logic are inexpressible in concepts. When we encounter such an inexpressibility it means 
that we have touched the world of causes. 


The logical formula: A is both A and Not-A, corresponds to the mathematical formula: A 
magnitude can be greater or less than itself. 


The absurdity of both these propositions shows that they cannot refer to our world. Of course 
absurdity, as such, is indeed not an index of the attributes of noumena, but the attributes of 
noumena will certainly be expressed in what are absurdities to us. To hope to find in the world of 
causes anything logical from our standpoint is just as useless as to think that the world of things 
can exist in accordance with the laws of a world of shadows or stereometry according to the 
laws of planimetry. 


To master the fundamental principles of higher logic means to master the fundamentals of the 
understanding of a space of higher dimensions, or of the world of the wondrous. 


In order to approach to a clear understanding of the relations of the multi-dimensional world, we 
must free ourselves from all the "idols" of our world, as Bacon calls them, i.e., from all obstacles 
to correct receptivity and reasoning. Then we shall have taken the most important step toward 
an inner affinity with the world of the wondrous. 


A two-dimensional being, in order to approach to an understanding of the three-dimensional 
world, already should have become a three-dimensional being before it can rid itself of its 
"idols," i.e., of its conventional—converted into axiomatic—ways of feeling and thinking, which 
create for it the illusion of two-dimensionality. 


What is it exactly from which the two-dimensional being must liberate itself? 


First of all—and most important—from the assurance that that which it sees and senses really 
exists; from this will come the consciousness of the incorrectness of its perception of the world, 
and then the idea that the real, new world must exist in quite other forms—new, incomparable, 
incommensurable with relation to the old ones. Then the two-dimensional being must overcome 
its sureness of the correctness of its categories. It must understand that things which seem to it 


different and separate from one another may be parts of some to it incomprehensible whole, or 
that they have much in common which it does not perceive; and that things which seem to it one 
and indivisible are in reality infinitely complex and multifarious. 


The mental growth of the two-dimensional being must proceed along the path of the recognition 
of those common properties of objects, unknown to it before, which are the result of their similar 
origin or similar functions, incomprehensible from the point of view of a plane. 


When once the two-dimensional being has admitted the possibility of the existence of hitherto 
unknown common properties of objects, which before seemed different, then it has already 
approached to our own understanding of the world. It has approached to our logic, has begun to 
understand the collective name, i.e., a word used not as a proper noun, but as an appellate 
noun—a word expressing a concept. 


The "idols" of the two-dimensional being, hindering the development of its consciousness, are 
those proper nouns, which it has itself given to all the objects surrounding it. For such a being 
each object has its own proper noun, corresponding to its perception of the object; common 
names, corresponding to concepts, it knows not of. Only by getting rid of these idols, by 
understanding that the names of things can be not only proper, but common ones as well, will it 
be possible for it to advance farther, to develop mentally, to approach the human understanding 
of the world. Take the most simple sentence: 


John and Peter are both men. 


For the two-dimensional being this will be an absurdity, and it will represent the idea to itself 
after this fashion: 


John and Peter are both Johns and Peters. 
In other words, every one of our logical propositions will be an absurdity to it. Why this is so is 
clear. Such a being has no concepts; the proper nouns which constitute the speech of such a 


being have no plurals. It is easy to understand that any plural of our speech will seem to it an 
absurdity. 
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Gerald Janecek 
in Zaum: The Transrational Poetry of Russian Futurism 


And even if, as it would tum out, Uspensky did not himself approve of zaum ("it is no merit in an 
author to invent new words, or to use old words in new meanings which have nothing in 
common with the accepted ones - to create, in other words, a special terminology" [1921]), 
Kulbin, Matyushin, and other Union of Youth members certainly did approve of it, thus creating a 
congenial atmosphere for its development as a verbal parallel to similar developments in the 
Russian brand of Cubism. 
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Gerald Janecek 
in Zaum: The Transrational Poetry of Russian Futurism 


Kruchonykh credits David Burliuk, the great initiator and self-styled "Father of Russian 
Futurism,” with suggesting the idea of zaum to him. In a 1959 statement written to answer a 
question by Nikolay Khardzhiev about when zaum originated, Khardzhiev reports that 
Kruchonykh: answered: 


At the end of 1912 D. Burliuk somehow said to me: "Write a whole poem of 'unknown words 
[nevedomykh slov]."" And | wrote "Dyr bul shchyl," the five-line poem which | included in the 
book | was then preparing, Pomada (it came out in the beginning of 1913). In this book it was 
said: a poem of words not having a definite meaning. In the spring of 1913, on the advice of N: 
Kulbin, | (and he, too!) put out Declaration of the Word as Such (in it Kulbin had added his own 
small bit), where for the first time Zzaum language was proclaimed and a fuller characterization 
and foundation was given for it. (Khardzhiev 1975b:36) 


With this suggestion of Burliuk' s and the resultant poem, "Dyr bul shchyl," written in the same 
month (Kruchonykh 1923d:38), we can begin the official history of zaum. 


Gerald Janecek 

in Zaum: The Transrational Poetry of Russian Futurism 

"Dyr bul shchyl" remains Kruchonykh's most famous or, perhaps more accurately, notorious 
poem. It became a symbol of the Futurist movement and, for its critics, of Futurism's wildest 
excesses, a poem which, as Kruchonykh later noted, "was, they say, much more famous than | 
myself". At the same time it represents a step never taken by Marinetti and Italian Futurism and 
only subsequently by the Dadaists. As it first appeared in Pomade in March of 1913 
(Kruchonykh says January), it was No. 1 of three poems introduced by the phrases: "3 poems/ 
written in/ their own language’ it differs from others:/ its words do not have/ a definite meaning". 
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Irregularities in the speech structure are admissible: 


1. grammatical irregularity-unexpected twist 
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a. lack of agreement in case, number, tense, and gender between subject and predicate, 
adjective and noun: lake ran past white flying 


b. elimination of the subject or other parts of speech, elimination of pronouns, prepositions, etc. 
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c. arbitrary word-novelty (pure neologism): he doesn't give a "shoot" (A Trap for Judges, 1 ), dyr 
bul shchyl etc. 


d. unexpected phonetic combination: euy, rlmktzhg . . . (Let's Grumble). 
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